
Invitation to an Art Exhibition

Please join us for the opening reception of

 “FACETS OF PERCEPTION”

Date: Saturday, June 16, 2007

Time: 2 - 4 pm

Location: Los Altos Hills Town Hall,

26379 Fremont Road, LAH

Light Refreshments

Artists Beyond Obvious (ABO), a group of 18 local painters, present Facets of Perception -
18 Artists Interpret the Pomegranate.

The exhibition is unified by the requirement that every painting include a pomegranate as visually
interpreted by the artists in their own style from abstraction to whimsical realist. A fruit with a
5,000 year old, multi-cultural history, the pomegranate figures prominently in art, architecture,

literature and legend. ABO meets weekly to practice the craft of artistic, critical analysis. In
2006 they exhibited jointly in the Main Street Café and Books in Los Altos; and individually

their work can be seen in regional and national exhibits as well as in local galleries. Email:
beyond@practic.com
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Parks & Recreation Program

New Supervisor Appointed

Eric Christensen was recently appointed as Supervisor of the Parks & Recreation Department. Eric assumed his new
position on April 5, 2007. It doesn’t hurt that our new Parks & Recreation
Supervisor is also a great sports fan - loves those 49ers and the Giants! After

growing up in Grass Valley, Eric attended Menlo College in Atherton. During college he
worked part-time for the City of Palo Alto’s Recreation Division where he found that he
really enjoyed working with kids and the out of doors.

Following graduation in 1997 from Menlo College with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration, Eric assumed a full time position in the City of Palo Alto’s
Recreation Division.  “What better combination could you have for a career - than to be
doing something in an atmosphere that you enjoy,” states Eric.

Eric’s relevant experience working on the need to identify more field space in Palo Alto
and the development process for the new Mayfield Soccer Fields in Palo Alto contributed
to his being selected for the LAH position. Valerie Metcalfe, Co-Chairman Parks &
Recreation Advisory Committee, states, “We are delighted to welcome Eric as the new
Parks & Recreation Supervisor. He brings a wealth of valuable experience, including
several years with the City of Palo Alto, and seems ideal to develop and grow the Parks & Recreation programs offered to the Los
Altos Hills community.” The results of the recent Parks & Recreation Survey and the formation of a new Ad Hoc Facilities
Committee to assess the results of the survey will be a big part of Eric’s new role. The planning for future field space in LAH is a
top priority with the city council and the Parks & Recreation Department. Rebecca Hickman, Member of the Parks & Recreation
Advisory Committee states, “In the few weeks he has been with us, Eric has already proposed exciting ideas for expanding current
programs as well as adding new ones to Parks and Recreation. His strong professional experience in recreation facilities develop-
ment will be a great asset to the new Ad Hoc Facilities Committee as they work to address the community’s survey results for new
recreation facilities.”  Welcome aboard Eric - we wish you good luck in your new position.

New Recreation Facility Survey

Thanks to the 965 of you who took the time to let us know what you think! The Parks &
Recreation Department sent out almost 3,000 surveys to find out what additional recreation
facilities the Los Altos Hills Community would like. We already have the Little League

fields, Westwind Community Barn, and the Town riding ring, but wanted to see if there was additional
demand for other types of public recreation areas.

52% of the respondents had Community Park in their top three choices, 38% wanted soccer/ multi-
purpose sport field, and 34% were interested in an aquatic facility. See the chart below for more
details.

The response was terrific, and many of you took the time to write comments and suggestions, all of
which have been noted and passed to the Council for consideration.

The Council has set up an Ad Hoc Committee to review the detail of the surveys and explore the
possibilities of how additional recreation areas could be achieved. Members of the Committee are Co-
Chair of the Parks & Recreation Committee Steve Johnson, and member Scott Vanderlip and two
council members.

The Ad Hoc Committee, chaired by Steve Johnson, made its first report to the City Council in April,
presenting the following goals:

1. Restore and repair existing facilities including Westwind Barn and the Little League Fields.

2. Acquire land to create a potential park, picnic area and multi-purpose playing field.

3. Use partnerships where possible to give LAH residents greater access to existing facilities such as
existing local swimming pools and parks.

Public hearings at future City Council meetings will be conducted prior to expenditure of public
funds or acquisition of land.

KNOW YOUR NEIGHBOR

DIANA FONG CHAN

(Editor’s note: Los Altos Hills is not only the home of the captains of industry, but also the home of great cuisine and gourmet cooks. We are happy to

share the outstanding accomplishments of one of our LAH residents.)

“ My new cookbook “Easy‘n Healthy Cooking” is the celebration of a dream come true through sheer determination and
perseverance of the little persons,” states Diana Chan.

Diana is a long-time Los Altos Hills resident, where she and her husband Steve raised their
two children. They are now empty nesters as their daughter, with a doctorate in physical
therapy, works in New York City, while their son is and attorney in Manhattan.  A recent
addition is the Chan’s first granddaughter, Josephine. The Chan’s are visiting their beautiful
granddaughter in May.

Diana was born in Shanghai, lived in Hong Kong and Brazil where she enjoyed observing
her family’s chef.  She is a self-taught gourmet chef who has just published her first cook-
book with over150 recipes in Chinese, Fusion and Western style cuisine. It all started with
her son and daughter-in-law asking for a few recipes for beginners. Somewhere during the 3-
year period, she realized she had enough 30-minute recipes and gourmet recipes appealing to
novice and experienced cooks fro a cookbook.

 She did most of the photography and all the illustrations, and emphasizes healthy cooking using lean meats, abundant vegetables
and very little oil. Diana found a talented profession graphic designer to do the cover and layout of the cookbook; the book is
printed in China through Overseas Printing, Inc.

Chef Lawrence Chu wrote the forward; he and Martin Yan both are acknowledged for their suggestions and contributions.

Former LAH Mayor, Emily Cheng states, “Diana is a wonderful chef and we are so lucky to have her as a friend and neighbor and
to enjoy her gourmet cuisine.”

Book signings will be at the Main Street Café, 134 Main Street, Los Altos on May 10th from 11-11:30 AM. See website:
www.easyandhealthycooking.com

June 1, Friday; Los
Altos Chamber of
Commerce; Event is
“Perspective-State of the
Cities Los Altos and Los
Altos Hills; 11:30 check-
in; Cost $25.00 per
person (registration is
available online at
www.losaltoschamber.org)

June 3, Sunday; 1-4
PM; LAH Town Picnic;
Little League Fields Pre-
register: 650/941-7222

June 10; Sunday; 10
AM - 4 PM; Los Altos
country Antique
Americana Show;
History House, Los Altos

July 4th Wednesday;
Independence Day
Celebration; 11AM-
2PM; Shoup Park, Los
Altos

July 14, Saturday;
Los Altos Rotary Arts
& Wine Festival; 10
AM - 6 PM, Lincoln
Park, Los Altos

July 15 & 22 ; August
5 & 19; 6-8 PM; Free
Summer Concert Series
at Hidden Villa; Info.
(650) 949-9704

Moth Quarantine

The California Department of Food
and Agriculture has designated a

quarantine boundary area for Santa
Clara County including that portion of

Los Altos Hills east of I-280. Plants
including flowers, fruits and veg-

etables, cannot not be moved out of the
quarantine areas. This quarantine is in
effect in order to prevent the spread of

the Light Brown Apple Moth. For a
detailed map and more information on

the quarantine please refer to the
following website: http://

www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/pdep/
lbam_main.htm

Eric Christensen, Supervisor
Parks & Recreation Program
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